27 January 2011
FRUIT FROM THE MOUNTAIN
In 2007 I followed a path that led to the top of a mountain a few kilometers from our house. A score of homes dotted the mountainside facing our house in the valley. The Chauke’s allowed me to return each week for a Bible study at their house, probably because their eldest son Chris was a paraplegic. 
If you remember from the June 2008 letter, Chris and another woman from this Bible study made professions of faith. He has since then passed away, but the women continued coming to church. Last May we began catechism studies at the Chauke household. An average of 7 people came each week, though only one of them was a believer. 

In September 2010, after several years of Bible studies and 5 months of memorizing the catechism questions, Pilly and Anastasia, two teenage girls in the photo, told me they were prepared to follow Christ. Anastasia testified in church that the catechism questions were the tool God used to convict her. 

Who’s left? Chris and Anastasia’s mother, Mamayila, gave a Christ-centered testimony to our church last Sunday. For 3½ years she has been attending Bible studies and church, but we trust that she is now a sister in Christ. 
If you have been praying for Chris, Rinette, Mamayila, Anastasia, or Pilly, please take time to praise God for His grace. 

BEGINNING SUNDAY

Last week I preached my first (and last?) sermon ever on the Song of Solomon in Tsonga. In case you’re interested, we discussed a Christian view of marriage including communication, monogamy, and the picture of Christ and His bride. I am grateful to my friend Ivor Jefferies who has helped me over the past few years develop a more Christ-centered understanding of preaching. 
But this Sunday Lord-willing, we enter Nehemiah with its emphasis on work ethic and leadership. Please pray for me to have wisdom in study and verbal effectiveness in the pulpit. Pray for the people to be faithful in attending and to be affected by the Word of God. 

In our nearly four-year history we’ve covered these books on Sundays: 1 John, the Sermon on the Mount, the Kingdom Parables, Job, Hebrews, New Testament Survey, and Genesis. 
A DIFFICULT CASE

Six times now, my neighbor Lawrence and I have met to study salvation from the book of Romans. He is an educated adult who easily grasped the answers to our study of sin and Christ alone. Here’s the problem: I have asked him on several occasions, “Now that you understand the problem and the solution, what is holding you back from trusting Christ?” Last week he said, “I’m not ready to stop my sin.” I’m telling him to look to Christ. He’s telling me he can’t because he still wants to sin. But he’s willing to continue meeting with me. So what passage should I use in our Bible study next Wednesday? 
EVER EXPANDING
Caleb has learned about 59 catechism questions.

Colin is a linguistic machine, far earlier than his late-talking brother. 

Callie’s gender (and therefore name) has been confirmed and is scheduled for arrival somewhere around 17 April.

Amy struggled for a week or so with tick bite fever that we thought was merely pregnancy pains. Thankfully, she’s almost back to normal now. 

Grateful to sow and thrilled to reap,
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