1 December 2011
GRADUATION

After 3 years of constant papers, discussions, and tests, LBI had its second graduation with 5 men on the 12th of November. During xenophobic attacks a number of years ago in Johannesburg, these men, all who come from Zimbabwe, formed a relationship with Calvary Baptist Church in Germiston, who subsequently introduced them to us. Lord-willing, each of these men is hoping to plant a church in Zim within the near future. Please pray that Shadreck, Sam, Verengerai, Mike, and Denis would continue to grow in grace and wisdom. 
Then just a few days after the school closed, Paul, Mike (LBI 2011), Justice (LBI 2010 and pastoral intern), and I took a three-day tour of southern Zimbabwe promoting LBI in some of the major population areas. The new semester begins in February and we would appreciate your prayers for new students. 
ORDINATION
You may recall Justice Sebola from last month’s letter who has been serving at Elim as a pastoral intern. Several months ago he visited Zezani, Zimbabwe (visible on Google Earth) where his family had originally lived years ago in hopes of returning to plant a Christ-centered church. Even though Shona is the most popular language in Zimbabwe, most of the people around there are Venda or Sotho, both of which Justice can speak. Our assembly in Elim will serve as his sending church when he leaves us in January to evangelize there. Even though we don’t have a national pastor, Lord-willing, he will be Elim Baptist Church’s first missionary.
In keeping with Paul’s command to Titus to “ordain elders in every city” we are planning a time of doctrinal questioning for Dec. 17th with a council of pastors, and the following weekend on Christmas day, Justice will be ordained to the Gospel ministry. Please pray for Justice that Christ would dwell in his heart through faith (Eph. 3:17); that his evangelistic efforts would be fruitful (2 Thes. 3:1); and that a nucleus of believers would be established in the faith (Matt. 16:18). 

DEPUTATION
In the past few weeks, Justice has preached in a nearby Venda Baptist church as well as an English Baptist church. He has plans to visit several other churches around the country that are willing to partner with him in order to fulfill the Great Commission in Zezani. While he was gone from our church, I talked to the members about supporting him. 

Financially, EBC has been averaging somewhere around $20 a month in the offerings for the last few months. So, I was hoping we could commit an extra $15-20 per month to support Justice above the regular giving. Our church members unanimously agreed that we should all commit to give something to him every month, but with only about half of the church members’ responses in, there is $33 pledged so far! That should be a good start for his support, and especially if these other sister churches involve themselves as well. 
I can’t decide which is a greater joy—probably because they are both related—the thrill of seeing a godly African cross a geographic and economic boundary to plant churches, or watching church members discipline themselves to lay up their treasures in Heaven. The last point of my sermon recently was that our church members should expect no earthly benefits from supporting Justice. They will only receive a realization that they were somehow instrumental in whatever souls that will be won to Christ through his ministry, and a deep-seated joy in Christ when they all gather and worship before the throne of God—Tsongas, Vendas, and Sothos. 

To Samaria, 
