10 March 2010
My closest African friend is now with Jesus. This morning at somewhere around 5 am an oncoming car tried to pass another vehicle in a fatally short distance. He met head on the company vehicle driven by Mzamani Desmond Baloyi, and a few moments later he was with his Savior. Mzamani came to Christ around April 2004 when a white man gave him a tract and greeted him in his own language. 
Shortly after his conversion he submitted to baptism, and I gave him an English study Bible, which he loved and used till his death. Following his conversion, his wife came to Christ and was baptized, and we saw a whole family get serious for God. Two of his four children have been saved, and the last two are still under 5. 

He lived in a two room house and helped support other family members including a handicapped older sister and his mother. I can remember walking up to his house for a visit and hearing Mark Minnick’s familiar voice emerging from a CD player for the edification of any nearby English speakers. He also read books by Jay Adams, Herbert Lockyer, and AW Pink. 
Mzamani spoke slowly with me in Tsonga so I could learn, never tired of my grammar and vocabulary questions, eagerly listened to Bible truth, and cultivated a discerning mind about Bible doctrine. However, I am most touched today, a few hours after hearing about his death by the memories of real friendship he gave me. On his day off, he just showed up and started digging on the foundation for my house when we were building. Last year he purchased a small plaque for me including a note about friendship. When my bakkie was broken he hitch-hiked with me into town to get it fixed. Without any carnal motivations, Mzamani treated a younger white man like a friend and brother. 

He will be missed as a leader in the church, a father of his family, and a friend, but he was faithful to his profession of faith to his unexpected death. 

Sorrowing, but not as others,
[image: image1.jpg]









[image: image2.png]ocument2 - Microsoft Word, =X

Sec 1 "= T o [ [ B bR ashOK [ €l




