4 April 2010
THE FUNERAL

The kind words, prayer, and concern that so many expressed for the passing of a brother in Christ that you did not even know strengthened and encouraged us over the past few weeks. Amy pasted many of the e-mails together into a letter and presented them to Mzamani’s wife, Murun’wa, the week of the funeral. 

The week of the funeral I had the chance to meet the manager of a hardware store where Mzamani managed the security officers. Though he had only been on the particular contract for 6 months the manager praised him as an exceptional worker and man. He said there was something different about Mzamani—he couldn’t remember meeting a man like him. Furthermore, he asked if they could have a special memorial service with all the employees to honor him. 

African funerals take anywhere from 7-11 days with a lot of visiting and preparation for hosting several hundred people. Then on Monday-Friday evenings there is a brief message and prayer time at the house. Add on to that the funeral service on Saturday and the Sunday church services as well. Thankfully, I had the chance to make positive contacts with many African men, but four in particular were interested in Bible studies and further discussion about Christianity. 

Please continue to pray for the widow, our little church, and these who have been stirred. 

EVANGELISM AND ENTHUSIASM
Last Sunday, Elim Baptist Church began a children’s evangelistic rally. We had around 120-130 kids each night from ages 7-14. The agenda included singing (Tiyani), verse memory (Murun’wa), a lesson on one of Jesus’ parables (Amy), catechism questions (Siphiwe), review (Ntwanano), and a dramatic retelling of The Holy War (myself). It took a lot of work to get the church members that involved, but in the end they all did a good job, and the kids were nearly as affected as the workers. The children were good listeners, proving a well-planned program can enable even kids to learn a strong theology of salvation. Three of our helpers were people who come to our church, but are not yet ready to give their testimony and be baptized, so were we evangelizing children or adults? 
A FEW NEW FOLLOWERS

So what results can we show from the week of evangelism? This morning several Baptist churches gathered in the town for a combined Easter service. The Tsonga congregations mingled with the Venda, Afrikaans, and English believers while listening to a Sotho preacher from our college. Paul and Melinda practiced for weeks with the students to put on a great Easter program complete with music, preaching, and food. For me the climax of the worship was the baptism of five believers: 
· Verengerai is a Shona LBI student who had been sprinkled as a child, but was convinced by Scripture that he must obey the command to be immersed. 

· Akani (16) and Acres (14) for whom many of you prayed (refer to the letter on 4 March) were both touched by the week of NBT. Akani gave a great testimony basing his conversion on Jesus’ words in John 33 and 336. 

· Vutivi (13) is Mzamani’s niece who was practically his daughter. She too gave a good testimony and has been with us since our first efforts at children’s ministry 4 years ago. 

· Eugene (12), our next door neighbor who is also an orphan, has been troublesome in the past; but last Friday he said that the stories about The Holy War convinced him that Prince Emmanuel should rule in his heart instead of Diabolos. 

Grateful to see God work,
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