9 April 2011
FALSE CHURCHES
After nearly a year of attendance at Elim Baptist Church a neighbor of ours that I have mentioned before has returned to the church she came from. (Ask for our letter from Aug. ’09 for the original story.) During her trial time with the Baptists she heard a score of messages on the Gospel from Hebrews, but ultimately, she was unwilling to be baptized or continue worshipping with believers around the Gospel. 
The church to which she returned is the Zion Christian Church (ZCC), a denomination indigenous to Africa. Though it is the largest collection of churches in southern Africa, in my numerous interactions with ZCC church members and pastors I have yet to hear even a basic statement of Christian belief like, “Jesus is Lord.” 
Rather, I have been told explicitly in one interaction that salvation is based on “good works.” In another, a pastor of that denomination told me that since we can’t be perfect God will let anyone into Heaven including Muslims who just “try.” In yet another conversation, a man told me that the second commandment does not prohibit ZCC members from placing pictures of their head bishop (read African pope) around their dwelling and praying to him since he is so much closer to God than the average man. We have also visited their main office (a rare thing for African indigenous churches), but we could not find anything in print about what they believed. 
The ZCC like many (most?) other rural churches mixes African traditional religion with the external trappings of Western Christianity, but at its core it, like the prosperity preachers, are enemies of the Gospel because Christ is not exalted as the one who deals with sin in His own body on the cross. Repentance, church discipline, expositional preaching, and doctrinal statements are other fundamentals that are almost universally absent from the majority of “Christian churches” that liberally season Africa. 
Careful discussions about right and wrong are not popular in America or Africa in 2011, but for the glory of God, the integrity of His message, and the sake of lost souls, we are compelled to be clear about the wolves in sheep’s clothing. Please pray that Johanna and numerous others like her that we minister to would recognize the danger they are in by entrusting their spiritual well-being to this Gospel-ignoring social network of religious groups. 

YOUTH CONFERENCE

Our third youth conference, “God-centered Evangelism,” was held 26 March. Antioch Bible Church from Jo-burg sent a team of men up for the weekend who served diligently at the college as well as at the youth conference. They worked tirelessly at LBI and even gave us their preacher, Tim Cantrell, who preached four times in three days. 
Everything but the attendance was an advance over previous years—about 60 teens came. Ntwanano, one of our church members who struggles financially, even found and worked a job to pay for his unsaved friend to come.
Paul and I often try to learn more about the culture we are in by carefully phrased questions. So as we left the conference, I asked different teens, “Did you like the music, friends, food, preaching, free books, or the video the most this year?” All but one person (he chose the sausage at lunch) chose one of the sermons as the most memorable part of the day. Don’t miss the significance of this survey: Teenagers without Christian parents paid money to hear and then praised a sermon unpacking the glory of justification, redemption, and propitiation from Romans 3:21-26, “The Best Page of the Bible.” Of the teens who were polled, this was the favorite sermon dramatically passing the one charity vote my message received. We praise God for working into the hearts of these young people a taste for sound doctrine. 
As always, pray for ongoing godliness and continued conversions among the youth God has given to us. 
TICKETS
In case you haven’t heard, we are happy to announce that we got a great deal on airline tickets and are planning to return to the US for a few weeks in June and July while I take a seminary course. Our little girl is coming; Amy’s due date is next Saturday. She had a cesarean last time with Colin, and we are hoping to avoid that this time. We would thank you for your prayers for a safe delivery. 
Holding sword and trowel, 
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