30 June 2012
From time to time over the past few years, I have tried to paint a picture of different aspects of our life and ministry. On the first day of the week, here’s a brief account of our church life. 

AN AVERAGE LORD’S DAY
Children from our community start to arrive about 7:30-8:00 am and rest on our stoop. In the summer, the group can be 10-15, but these days the coldness shrinks the numbers a little. We leave about 8:30 in our bakkie with the guitar, songbooks, nursery toys, and Sunday school supplies. 

About one kilometer away from our home is a government-sponsored daycare building (crèche) with two large rooms and one smaller one. The large yard outside the building has ancient playground equipment and a garden for corn as well as two children’s sized toilets. 

The crèche has about 40 chairs that we borrow for use in the large room. Children’s chairs are lined up in the large closet in the back where Amy teaches the kids. The room is sometimes so jammed, that the door cannot open easily. 

At 9:00 Amy begins her class with an average of 15 kids, ages 4-13. At the same time in the big room, I am organizing a prayer meeting for the members of our church before we have a morning Bible study for teens and adults. My class usually starts with 5 people and ends with 20. 
After Sunday school, we take a brief break until 10:00. The best part about the first hour is that it makes sure everyone will be there by the time we start the main worship service. An average attendance for our Sunday morning service is around 15 children and 20 teens / adults. 

Our worship is led by a guitar, which had been played by one of our church members before he went to university this year. Now, another sharp young man is practicing and will hopefully be able in the next few months. Our songs are usually a mix of English and Tsonga sung with books printed on our printer and laminated to enhance their lifespan. There is a Tsonga hymnal left to us by the Swiss missionaries who translated the Bible, but we don’t use all of them. Amy and Melinda have done a great job translating contemporary hymns like “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us.” 

The service is conducted by one of the teenage boys in our church as he announces the next item in the order of service. The sermon is usually 45-50 minutes of preaching in Tsonga followed by a few moments of silent prayer. Then we all help pack up and sweep the crèche. 

SUNDAY EVENING

Each Sunday we have a men’s meeting at our house, but usually only the teens come. We presently have a handful of young men coming who are not yet converted. We’ve been studying our catechism or the Baptist confession, but recently lessons on character and masculinity have found a welcome spot on the agenda as well. As much as any other in the whole week, I anticipate this hour as the fruit sometimes evidently ripens right before your eyes. 
BEYOND SUNDAY
It is commonly held that pastors work on Sunday and relax the rest of the week. While that stereotype may have some unfortunate examples supporting it, we long to redeem the time since the time is short. My teammate recently made this short video to give a better picture of his evangelistic labors in Mbhokota about 10 minutes away from us. Since it represents so well our work as well as his, I encourage you to take 3 minutes and watch it.
OTHER RANDOM UPDATES

I know (and it bothers me) that this final paragraph does not fit with the theme for this letter, but there are some other items happening in our ministry that you may want to know and pray about. 
· The Limpopo Bible Institute opens again 16 July. There are about 4 men who are planning to reenroll for full time studies and a handful of others who are considering part time. 

· Our church is preparing to sell books and Bibles at the shops near our house in an attempt to find other contacts for evangelism as well as make money for a church building in the future. 

· The attached flier was printed out and delivered to about 2,000 post office boxes in a village near our house where the standard of living is a little bit higher (hence the English). 

We would be grateful if you would join us in prayer for God’s Spirit to prosper each of these efforts. 
Grateful for the fellowship of God’s people,
