18 July 2010
FRIEND DAY

Once a year we especially encourage the church members and friends to invite relatives and neighbors to a Friend Day. Since we don’t want to trick people with gimmicks we are open about our purposes: we want people to hear a Gospel message and experience a Biblical church environment. 

Today somewhere around 30 adults and teens were present including a number of visitors. Our entire church was involved with food preparation (for our first all-church meal), teaching two different Sunday School classes, and Murun’wa (Mzamani’s wife) and her daughters sang “There is a Redeemer” in Tsonga (translated by Melinda Schlehlein). I explained the thief on the cross from Luke 23 urging them to realize their need for a new heart. 

A number of unconverted people came today. Their presence and spiritual conditions call for prayer. 
· Kenny and I have another catechism meeting this Saturday. 

· Calvin is a 20-year old from up on the mountain who’s been coming for several weeks. 
· Oriel is Mzamani’s brother who has studied with me a number of times. 

· Khensani (“thanks”) and Masingita (“miracles”) are two twin sisters who have been with us for about a month. 

Finally, Siphiwe, a 20-year old young man and faithful church member, asked for prayer because his family members have been mocking his Christianity with statements like, “You might as well quit now because your Christianity won’t last.” 
AT HOME

Usually we get the most responses when I write about family news which reminds us of how many family and friends care about us. 
First, Caleb fell out of a tree last Wednesday and broke his leg. He will be in a cast for the next few weeks as his parents are learning the fruits of the Spirit. 

Recently I was singing Isaac Watts’ “Jesus is Worthy” when I heard a 3-year old voice echoing in the background, “Jesus is worthy to receive, honor and power divine…” 

While our first son is reading Dr. Seuss, Colin has taken to the lesser-known, but more substantive Dr. Bavinck. 

In Christ alone,
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“There are two things, which I have always looked upon as difficult. The one is, to make the wicked sad; the other is to make the godly joyful.” Pastoral wisdom from Thomas Watson
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